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Nucai as a Proto-Mongolic Word: an Etymological Study
Sanping CHEN" and Chung-Mo KWOK"™
(English Abstract)

This article which is on the origin of nucai, takes a linguistic and cultural approach.
The authors argue that nucai was etymologically a proto-Mongolic word and a cognate to
the well-attested Middle Mongolian nogai/nokhai. It did not originally refer to a person
in a state of involuntary or paid servitude as it does now in Modern Chinese, but means
primarily “a dog”.

Mr. Chen Sanping is a senior methodologist with Statistics Canada.
* Mr. Kwok Chung-mo has taught at Columbia University and Fordham University in the United States.
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During medieval times, nucai came to mean an incompeten‘t‘ gnd therefpre
contemptible person. Its users were ethnic potentates among the: Five Barbarian
Minorities” and those closely associated with them. Their pejorative use .of a term
meaning “dog” was significant, as it indicated a process pf acgulturaﬁon typical of the
period: an essentially nomadic, hunting society where canine ammal§ were honpr_ed was
being increasingly absorbed into a cultural world where they were objects of derision and

contempt.

A BELATED REMARK ON A 1994 ARTICLE

KSENIA B. KEPPING®

Among the new entries displayed in August 1997 in the library of the Institute of
Oriental Studies (St. Petersburg, Russia), I came across Bruce A. Elleman’s article
“Soviet Territorial Concessions in China and the May 30th Movement: 1917-1927”
(Journal of Oriental Studies, Centre of Asian Studies, University of Hong Kong, vol.
XXXII, 1994, number 2, pp. 162-81). In this article Elleman claims that in the 1920s
the Soviet Government regained control over most of the Russian property in China. He
believes that there were four categories of Russian property in China — legations,
consulates, real estate and churches (p. 166), all of which through secret diplomacy with
the Peking government (p. 162) were handed over to the USSR. I know nothing about
the first three “categories of Russian property.” As to the Russian Orthodox churches,
Elleman claims seem to me rather doubtful.

On the very first page of Elleman’s article, we read: “Following the opening of
diplomatic relations with China in 1924, the Soviet government ... also regained control
of all Russian Orthodox churches in China.” And further: “Finally, Karakhan even
coerced Peking into handing back all Russian Orthodox churches prior to the conference,
even though the May 31, 1924 treaty had specifically stated that this issue would be
discussed only at the upcoming conference.” In “Conclusions” Elleman states:
“Furthermore, the Bolsheviks — avowed atheists notwithstanding — took back all of the
Russian Orthodox churches in China” (p. 176).

I was born in China and my family belonged to, as Elleman puts it, “the White
Russians.” I had as a close relative a high Orthodox priest, who stayed in China from
the beginning of the 1920s up to 1956. Hence I am “from within” and know for certain
(the documentary evidences are given below) that the opposite was the case. It appears
indeed like a miracle (if we bear in mind only the situation in China — civil wars,
Japanese occupation, etc., not taking into account the general negative attitude of the
Soviet government towards the Church). The Russian Orthodox Church together with
its large amount of real estate survived in China not only through the 1920s, but through
the 1930s and 1940s up to the middle of the 1950s. However, Elleman is not to be
blamed for this inaccuracy — the inadequate description of the events which happened in
China more than seventy years ago is quite understandable in view of the lack of
published data on the subject. Obviously, “documents located in the Peking
government’s Foreign Ministry Archives in Taiwan” (p. 162), which represent Elleman’s
main source material, seem to be not quite sufficient for elucidating the problem. I hope
thesé short notes of a waihang will be useful additional data for those interested in
reconstructing the chain of events which took place in China in the 1920s in connection
with the Russian Orthodox Church (I do not touch upon other theses of B.E.’s article).

* Professor Ksenia B. Kepping is a researcher at the Institute of Oriental Studies, St. Petersburg, Russia.
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